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» &——F —  SAAB +-2/

The unorfthodox SAAB J 2/ fighter was a domesfic affempt fo provide the Swedish Air Force with a
True high performance fighter. I1's design was conducted during war years, when fhere was no
V\ z 5 practical possibility for Sweden 7o acquire modern aircraf? from abroad.

é 2 In 194/ SAABs dlesigner Frid Wensir2m presented the Air Force with concept of a fighter plane
3/ ™~ powered by a Daimier Benz liguid-cooled V-(2 engine. Wenstr?m proposed a push-propelier layout
and a fricycle undercarriage. This configuration was expected 7o have several important
6 advantages - excellent forward visibility, heavy armament concenfrated in the fuselage, good
landing characteristics. The Air Force did not accept fhe design at once, and for a period of fime it
M seemed that the J 2/ project would be abandoned in favor of the more convenfional J 23. But
finally, in December P4, the go-akead for the project was given.

At the same fime the Air Force arranged for purchase and license production of Daimier Benz

5 engines from Germany. This finally resalfed in fhe purchase of seveniy-plus DB 6058 engines of
1475 hp in P43 and a conifract for license production. Actually, fhe first Swedish-made engine
wasn't delivered until affer the war.

The J 2/ emerged as a very advanced airframe with sfreamiined shape, twin fail booms, laminar

P wiing profile and ejection seat for the pitot (which actually worked well in service, unlike some of
the early ejection seat designs of German Luftwaffe). The first of the three profoiypes made if's
maiden flight in July 1943. However, the first series machines were delivered in 1945.

Z A Total of 298 SAAB 2/s were produced in five production batches. They served from 1946 fo P54

/ Series aircraft were not without problems. Because of The propeller's placement, engine cooling
proved 1o be inadequate, especially on The ground - a serious problem that was never really worked
— | out. The aircraft also lacked The agility necessary for a dogfighter. On a positive side, it proved 7o
be a good qun platform and was easy fo start and land.

These properties lead fo The decision To adapt The J2/ o ground aftfack role. The bomb-carrying
version, fhe J2IA-3, made ifs debut in May P47, with fhe capacity for a 700 kg bomb load or 8

2 rocket projectites. Because of The new role, the designation A2/ or even B2/ was used in service
anits (A=attack, B=bomber).

Worth mentioning is another advaniage of fhe J2/s layout. In P47, SAAB converted the J2/ To jet

propuision, installing fhe de Havilland Goblin instead of fhe DB 605. This new version was put info
production as J2IR. Thus The J2/ became one of only fwo propeller-driven aircraft in the world
3 hat were successtully converted and produced as jefs (The otter one being Yak-3).
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