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Hawker Seatury

The Hawker Sea Fury Carrier borne fighter-bomber was the Brifish Fleet Air
Arni's tast pistor-engined fighter, developed during WWII it did not see
service with The Fleet Air Arm until affer the war. [ was arquably the
fastest piston powered aircraft ever manufactured

/1 was a develgpment from fhe Hawker Tempest. ifself a development of The
Hawker Typhoon. Originally, fhe Hawker Fury was designed by Sianey Camm in
P42 ander F.2/43 specification, fo provide The RAF with a lightweight
replacement for the Tempest /.

On 23 June, 942, Luftwaffe Piot Oberleutnant Arnim Faber erroneously
landed kis Focke-Walf Fiv POA-3 fighter at RAF Pembrey, apparently having
mistaken fhis airfield for a Luffwafe channel coast airfield. The Brifish were
Thereby presented with a working example of the Fw /50 fighter, wihich had
been giving The RAF an extremely difficalt fime. The Hawker Fury design was
a direct result of the examination of Fabet's Fw POA-3. Examination of
Faber's aircraf? was largely responsible for the preparafion of Specification
F6/42, which called for a new, high-performance fighter.

The design was modified in P43 fo meet a Royal Navy specification (N.7/43)
for a carrier-based infercepfor and named The Hawker Sea Fury. Hawker was
designated To work on the land-based version, and responsibility for the naval
conversion was assigned o Boulfon-Paul Aircraft L7d. of Wolverhampion.

Early in 1944, a revised naval specification, N.22/43, supplanted N.7/43. and
in April P44 contracts were placed for 200 F.2/43 planes for the RAF and
200 N.22/43 planes for The Fleet Air Arm. The first Sea Fury profolype,
SR66/, flew on 2/ February, (945. [ was powered by a Centauras XIl engine
driving a four-bladed propeller. This airplane had a deck arrester hook under
the rudder, but refained fixed wings. The second Sea Fury profolype, SR666,
was powered by a Centaurus XV driving a five-bladed propeller and was a
Tully navalized aircraft with folding wings. The profofype Sea Fury SR66/ was
subsequentiy fested for ifs suilability as a naval fighter, and in deck landing
rials, at the ASAEE Boscombe Down in May 1945. Tests were stil underway
as fhe Japanese surrendered in August (945.

With The end of The Second Worid War, The RAF cancelled all production
contracts for fhe Fury, deciding o concenifrate all of ifs future efforfs on
Jet fightters. The Royal Navy reduced ifs order for Sea Furies 7o /00 aircraf?,
and canceled the BoulfonPaul contract in ifs enfirefy.

The first production aircraft- a Mark 10 which was a carrier-based version,
with folding wings- did not make ifs inifial flight until Sepfember H46.
Altthough originally infended fo serve with both the RAF and FAA, fhe RAF
order was cancelled at the end of fhe war. The first deck frials with Sea Fury
TF898 began aboard HMS Victorious during The winter of H46-47. The Mark
10 was qpproved for carrier operations in Spring P47, and five Fleet Air Arm
Squadrons were Then equigped with the Sea Fury. The Mark 10 was followed
by Tthe Mark I/ fighter-bomber - 6/5 of these were eventually delivered 7o The
Navy. It became The Fleet Air Arni's principal single-seat fighter and remained
S0 until the infroduction of fhe Sea Hawk jet fighter in B53.

The Sea Fury served fhroughout the Korean War, replacing fhe Seafire, which
was not really built for carrier gperations, being foo fragite.

The Sea Fury was used by the FAA, Canada, Holland, Australia, and ofther
countries including the lrag Air Force. A fotal of 75 Sea Furies served with
the Royal Canadian NavuR.C.N.) between 948 and B56. All fiew from fhe
Aircraft Carrier HMCS Magnificent in 87/ squadron.

Versions

Mk X
FB.MK U

S0 built, first production variant powered by Centaurus XV
First widespread variant, 6/5 built including 3( for fhe RAN and
53 for the RCN.

60 #rainers, 10 of which were later converfed o Target tugs for
West Germany.

T.Mk 20

Fleet Air Arm bistory

Tofal FAA B39-145:
First delivered 7o RV:
First squadron 939-1945:
Qperational squadron:

/(a Folal 725 built post-war)

May 1945 fo ASAEE only

None £39-545

None in B39-1945. Saw Trials in Oct P45 and
service from P47

Last served with RN B55 - last Sea Fury squadron disbanded

Serials of the Sea Fury Il were TFP56-TF373, TFI8 5-TF999, TGCI3-TG129, VRIIB-VRI 52,
WW224-1W 243, IWSF-VIWST0, YIWE 2/-VIWET0, VB /-VWT18, VXEO8-V X643, VX650
VX696, VXTOT-VX71L, VX724V X730, VXTH8-VXT64, WFSI0-WFSR5, WFb/0-WF6 27, WEGT.3-
WEB94, WETO8-WET.36, WETS 5-WEB06, WMA7 2-WIMHS 2, WMAS 7-WMB 5, WG 564-WG 575,
WGSP0-WGE04, WG62/-WGE30, WHSS -WHS94, WHE2-WHE 2.3, W2 2/-W/248, WH276-
WI29.2, WI294-WJ297, W 299-WL30/, WINGTH-WINZTZ, WINZE #-WIN4S 7, and WX627-
WX656.
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